


 

The Encounter School of Ministry is a
dynamic training program designed to
teach, equip, and activate you in the full
lifestyle of Jesus so that you can walk
with God in intimacy and demonstrate his
love and power to the world around you!

 

The Encounter School offers a 2-year 
(8 quarter) program with classes once a

week from 6-9pm. We celebrate an
atmosphere of faith and childlike worship

as we teach and activate the gifts of the
Holy Spirit that flow from our supernatural

identity in Christ and flow out as
supernatural ministry for Christ.
Graduating students who meet

requirements are eligible to receive a
Certificate of Ministry.

Main Campus
St. Patrick Catholic Church

730 Rickett Rd.
Brighton, MI. 48116

info@encounterschool.org

encounterschool.org

Our Program

What is the Encounter School?

Cincinnati Campus
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center    

5440 Moeller Ave.
Norwood, OH 45212

Louisiana Campus
Fleur-De-Lis Event Center

1645 North Causeway Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 70471

Seattle Campus
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church

13055 SE 192nd St. 
Renton, WA 98058



The tuition for the upcoming school year is $250 per quarter (with a discount if you pay by the year). 

 Required books and Mission Trips cost extra. In the event that a student withdraws from school, they may

receive a prorated refund figured by calculating the remaining classes (of the quarter if paying by quarter –

or of the year if paying annually) of school minus a withdrawal fee ($50).

Our applicants come to us from all walks of life: college students, working parents, church leaders,  grandparents, laypeople, religious, priests, and Christians
from various denominations. Although we teach all content with fidelity to the Catholic faith, we honor and welcome all Christians and disciples from all
denominations who are passionate about Jesus and growing in the supernatural to apply and continue their walk with us! 

WHO ARE OUR STUDENTS?

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

ONSITE LOCATIONS - FALL 2020
Main Campus

St. Patrick Catholic Church
730 Rickett Rd.

Brighton, MI. 48116

Cincinnati Campus
Our Lady of the Holy

Spirit Center    
5440 Moeller Ave.

Norwood, OH 45212

Louisiana Campus
Fleur-De-Lis Event Center

1645 North Causeway Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 70471

Seattle Campus
St. Stephen the Martyr

Catholic Church
13055 SE 192nd St. 
Renton, WA 98058

Although we are very confident in the level of growth
that happens through our new online school, we believe
that the onsite experience is optimal. To ensure the best
formation possible, the Encounter School is currently
only taking online applicants who live outside of driving
distance from one of our onsite campuses. For more
information visit encounterschool.org/online

WHAT IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS
All prospective students must apply online. The application is free.  Applications are open until all spots
are filled. Any prospective students who are not accepted must wait until the following year to reapply.
Once you complete all the required fields for information and attach a picture, we will confirm that we
received it and begin our discernment process. You should know if your application is accepted within 2-
4 business days. Visit encounterschool.org/apply/ to begin!

ESM believes that each Christian is called to embrace their identity as a son or daughter of God. Jesus models for us what that lifestyle of intimacy with God
looks like. That is your birthright and your assignment: to know God the Father and to make the Father known, just like our Savior, elder brother, and perfect
teacher - Jesus!
ESM trains, equips, and activates you to embrace your identity and live out of your supernatural inheritance so that your mission, your ministry, and your God-
given dreams will flourish in every season of life!

WHY SHOULD YOU APPLY?



Students who complete two years of school
and meet basic requirements graduate with
a certificate from the Encounter School of
Ministry. Classes are usually held once a
week on a weekday evening from 6-9 p.m. A
typical class schedule looks like the
following:

6:00 worship, prayer and testimonies
6:30 Small group & homework review
6:45 Session 1 teaching
7:20 activation
7:30 table group discussions
7:40 break
8:00 Session 2 teaching
8:45 activation
8:55 announcements, assignments, prayer
9:00 end of class

ONSITE ESSENTIALS

 Weekly teaching sessions
 Live Worship Opportunities
 Small Group Community
 Mentorship & Pastoral Care
 Student Dashboard
Attending the Encounter Conference

The Onsite Campus has six essential components to
enhance student learning and transformation. 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Each of these essentials are explained in more detail
below. Using our student dashboard, weekly teaching
will remain available to students through the end of
each quarter. Weekly participation is vital. To be
eligible for certification, students must be able to
commit to 80% attendance of sessions and completion
of course work. Currently, attendance and homework is
based on the honor system and students will sign an
affidavit to confirm completion of requirements.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM A
TYPICAL CLASS?

“To be ‘Spirit-filled
evangelisers’ means to be

evangelisers who are
‘fearlessly open to the
working of the Holy

Spirit’” 
-Pope Francis

HOW MUCH HOMEWORK IS
THERE?

Reading assignments are typically no more
than 2 chapters per week. Other
assignments include putting into practice a
particular insight or ministry tool and
writing a reflection, processing
experiences, and journaling responses to
prayer prompts. To graduate with a
certificate, students must complete 80% of
their homework assignments by the end of
each quarter.



ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

Each quarter consists of 8 classes. Completion of each quarter
for credit requires engaging in weekly teaching. Teaching
sessions are followed up with activations. Activations serve as
spiritual exercises that help move content from theory to
practice. This can include prayer, scriptural reflection, asking and
expecting the Lord to answer a question, or practicing a ministry
tool with someone else in class. 
Since teaching content builds on previous week's class, it is
absolute necessary that students devote time in a disciplined
manner each week to the material. Students who miss class can
find audio recordings of teachings, digital handouts, and
resources on the student dashboard through the end of the
quarter.
Encounter teaching curriculum is accessible for a wide range of
students. Previous theological training is not required, however,
we do provide supplemental reading from notable spiritual
writers and theologians as part of our curriculum. Ultimately, we
strive to make sure that everything we teach can be put into
practice to advance the kingdom in your daily life.
Find out more about our curriculum at
encounterschool.org/curriculum

Q1 
Identity &

Transformation

Q2 
Power & 
Healing

Q3
Hearing God 

& Prophetic Gifts

Q4 
Inner Healing 

& Freedom

Q5
Power

Evangelization

Q6 
Intimacy 
With God

Q7 
Advanced

Ministry Training

Q8 
Leadership &
Deployment

COURSE CONTENT

TEACHING 



ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

The Encounter School values freedom and joy in our response to
God’s goodness. We express this in our school culture through
childlike worship.
We believe that the Holy Spirit is not limited in how He moves
when we enter into worship. We will be offering opportunities
for online students to participate in our worship culture through
live-streaming worship sessions from our main campus. With
this time, we invite you into an extended time of praise as we
cultivate our awareness of God’s manifest presence and
celebrate together His goodness.

WORSHIP

ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

At the start of every class, we invite students to join a small group
to discuss their week, reflect on their homework, and encourage

one another in taking bold steps in living out what they learn. This
time is powerful and often the catalyst for transformation. We

believe that students grow best when they learn from one another
and build intentionally vulnerable, authentic, kingdom relationships.

SMALL  GROUP
COMMUNITY



ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

All accepted students will receive online access to the student
dashboard. The dashboard is a protected online site which provides

access to their own personal account information and digital
content. Here you will find class recordings for missed classes

available until the end of the current quarter. You can download
student handouts and additional class resources. Students will find

reminders, announcements, homework and reading assignments
posted on the dashboard. The dashboard also has a payment portal

allowing students to view their previous invoices and pay their
tuition. Finally, the dashboard offers students priority messaging

and an opportunity to schedule a pastoral ministry session.

STUDENT DASHBOARD

ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

ENCOUNTER
CONFERENCE

Because you cannot receive everything we want to give you  at
our onsite locations, you will be required to attend the
Encounter Conference. Not only will you be able to meet with
your friends from various campuses and experience an amazing
conference, but you will have many opportunities to receive
prayer for impartation, serve on the conference ministry team,
and grow in experience and confidence in the Lord!



ONSITE
ESSENTIALS

Encounter School believes in growing disciples who are passionate about
loving God, loving their neighbor, and loving themselves well (Mk 12:31).
To thrive beyond our classroom environment, not only are students
expected to take time for study, personal prayer, and small group, but
also to take bold steps in pursuing spiritual guidance and proper self-
care. Though some of our onsite schools offer pastoral care and inner
healing sessions, these are not a substitute for regular one-to-one
support for students, but works best in partnership with a local spiritual
mentor who can provide direct connection, conversation, and
encouragement.
Each student is encouraged to seek local support during their enrollment
period. However, this doesn't necessarily mean seeking out and setting
appointments with trained spiritual directors. For most, spiritual
mentorship simply requires finding a trusted, joy-filled person of faith
who has an awareness of the ebbs and flows of the spiritual life and
desires to see you reach your God-given potential. As an essential
component to the Onsite Campus, upon acceptance, we will provide
additional material to help students take steps toward mentorship.

LOCAL
MENTORSHIP



Positioned in Love
“We pursue the ministry of Jesus from
a position of love for God and others;
we desire to minister the authentic
good for others without any concern
for self and personal ambition.”

Encounter School of Ministry

Awareness of God’s
Presence
“Our goal is to cultivate a ‘presence-
driven ministry’ born out of an
increased awareness of the presence
of God in our ministry."

Risk Taking
“We encourage and celebrate students taking risks in
their pursuit of greater obedience to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit.  We seek to cultivate a lifestyle of
fearless evangelization.”

Intimacy with God
“We acknowledge that all ministry should flow from a
place of intimacy with God; all missionary efforts need to
be rooted in personal holiness. We believe that the
authentic growth of our ministry comes from our
growing intimacy with Him.”

Culture of Honor
“We intentionally seek to cultivate a culture of honor
where we choose to treat one another with the highest
regard because they bear the image of God and we
celebrate his work in one another’s lives. We
acknowledge that we can only properly receive from the
gifts of others when we honor them.”

Perseverance to Breakthrough
“We acknowledge that authentic growth comes
through overcoming disappointment and that only
through a lifestyle of perseverance will we
breakthrough into the greatness that God has called for
us in ministry.”

Patience in the Process
“We are intentionally patient with ourselves and with
others as we develop our ministry gifts and
acknowledge that because everyone is in a process of
maturity that patience is necessary for growth. We are
also committed to giving and receiving feedback to help
one another mature.”

Christian Unity
“We carry the Lord’s heart for unity among all who
believe (Jn 17:21), and work with the Holy Spirit to build
bridges with Christians of all denominations.  On
occasion we will welcome those Christian leaders from
whom our leaders are in relationship with to present to
our students.”

ou
rCORE

values

SCHOOL
LEADERSHIP

Fr. Mathias
Thelen

Co-founder &

President

Patrick Reis

Co-founder &

Executive

Director

Dr. Mary Healy

Theological

Curriculum

Adviser

Sarah
Kaczmarek

Pastoral  Director

Joe Philip

Associate

Director

Ryan Mahle

Director of 

Satellite

Campuses



We teach, equip and
activate disciples to
demonstrate the 

love of God 
through the power of

the Holy Spirit.

Encounter
Ministries
exists to

unleash the
transforming
power of the
Holy Spirit in

the world.

S e t h  N e l s o n
M A I N  C A M P U S  ( B R I G H T O N ,  M I )

"Of the ministries I know, Encounter School
has done the best work in teaching and

equipping its students with the truth that
Christ wants to work in and through us in

powerful ways."

L y n n  K o m a s a r a
M A I N  C A M P U S  ( B R I G H T O N ,  M I )

"More than ever before, I found myself
responding to the deposit of love God put in
my heart for others. I pray more, I prophesy

more, I take more risk...Because of this school,
I truly feel I am living His life, not mine."

M a r y  F r a n k
L O U S I A N A  C A M P U S

"From the very first class, I felt alive again like
a newly baptized person who is soaking in

everything he can to grow in the Faith and a
firm belief that Jesus can do the impossible

through me!"



THE MISSION IS

CLEAR. YOUR

MOMENT IS

NOW. 

Check Enrollment Deadlines
Read Testimonies
Ask Questions
Apply Today

Can't start as a student but want to support our
ministry and gain access to powerful resources?

Become an Encounter Partner today! With monthly
gifts starting as low as $10, partners help us

increase our impact on the kingdom and gain access
to powerful resources, talks, and conference audios

and videos! Visit encounterministries.us/partner to
find out more!

Healing isn't our idea. It's God's! Our weekend school
of healing is a perfect opportunity for you to attend
an abbreviated version of our quarter on Power and

Healing that ends with a city wide healing service
where students take what they learn and minister

God's healing to others! Visit
encounterministries.us/encounter-school-of-healing/
to learn more about attending or hosting a weekend

school in your region!

Join us for an onsite or participate virtually online for
this evening school happening every July. The Summer

Intensive is a fast four-day period that provides a
survey of the content offered in the first four quarters

of the ESM and ESMO. The Intensive is perfect for
anyone desiring to attend the Encounter School, onsite
or online, during the year but unable to do so because

of distance or schedule. It is also ideal for those
discerning their enrollment in the school of ministry

and would like an opportunity for more discernment. 
Visit https://encounterministries.us/summer-intensive-

offerings/.

Even More Opportunities
Partner Program

Weekend Schools

Summer Intensive

encounterschool.org

Now available as a virtual conference!


